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Ellen OCarroll graduated from University College Dublin in 1991 with a BA Honours degree in Celtic archaeology. In 1994 she completed an MA in archaeological methods and practices from University College Cork. Her thesis was entitled ‘The Analysis of Two Wooden Assemblages from Corlea Bog, Co. Longford, and King John's Castle, Co. Limerick’. Since 1994 Ellen has worked on various excavations and research projects as well as completing many environmental reports associated with the analysis of charcoal and wood from archaeological excavations. She is currently undertaking her PhD on ‘Quantifying woodland resource usage in the Irish midlands using archaeological and palaeoecological techniques’ under the supervision of Professor Fraser Mitchell at the Botany Department, Trinity College, Dublin. This PhD is funded through the National Roads Authority Fellowship programme.
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Botany Department, Trinity College, Dublin
Road schemes
N6 Kilbeggan–Athlone and M3 Clonee–North of Kells
Wood and its by-product, charcoal, was a vital and widely used material from prehistoric to medieval times, although its importance is rarely reflected in the analysis of archaeological assemblages mainly due to its perishable nature. It is important to note that people in prehistoric, Early Christian and medieval communities were mainly dependant on woodland resources for the construction of buildings, for the manufacture of most implements and for fuel for wood-burning and metalworking activities. The woods in a surrounding catchment area were exploited and often managed to provide an essential raw material for the community. A study of the range of species on an archaeological site offers an indication of the composition of local woodland in its period of use and any selection policies for particular species at any given time and place.

Various excavations along recent road schemes have uncovered wooden artefacts that were produced for everyday use. This talk will discuss wood selection and use with regard to wooden artefacts and will then follow through to landscape mapping at a larger scale and the exploitation of woodlands for various functions within an archaeological site using both wood and charcoal analysis and pollen profiles. These complementary approaches form the basis of palaeoecological reconstruction and archaeological modelling of human woodland exploitation and use in Ireland.

