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Iron production and workingIron production and working
1. Smelting in a bloomery 

furnace reduces the ore 
to a solid iron bloom

2. Bloomsmithing works 
the raw bloom down to 
a compacted bloom 
(billet) and then on 
down to bar (or sheet) 
of finished iron

3. Smithing 
(blacksmithing) works 
the finished iron into 
artefacts



Key evidence  Key evidence  

100mm
Ednam Bell, Smith 1882
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