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INTRODUCTION 
 
This Scheme involves the design, build, 
finance and operation of a key element of road 
network forming part of the N7 Dublin – 
Limerick route and the N8 Dublin – Cork 
route.  
  
The scheme commences at the termination of 
the M7 Portlaoise By-pass, extends beyond 
Borris in Ossory on the existing N7, and 
beyond Cullahill on the existing N8.  It 
includes new roads for the M7 and the M8, and 
improvement or ancillary works to existing 
national, regional or local roads associated 
with it. Given its location, on a junction of 2 
major national routes, it is of key strategic 
importance in the completion of the overall 
network.    
 
The project will encompass a long-term 
concession period.  The road will be tolled and 
the Concessionaire will install and operate the 
toll collection system..   
 
SCHEME OBJECTIVES 
 
The National Development Plan objective was 
for the N7 and N8 National Primary Routes to 
be developed to motorway/high quality dual 
carriageway standard.  In this context, the M7 
Portlaoise – Castletown / M8 Portlaoise – 
Cullahill Scheme has been developed to tie 
into the N7 Castletown to Nenagh Scheme 
south of Borris in Ossory, and the N8 Cullahill 
to Cashel Scheme south west of Cullahill, both 
currently in the planning/development stages.  
 
PROGRAMME 
 
The Motorway Scheme was approved by An 
Bord Pleanala on the 29th October 2004.   It is 
envisaged that tender documentation will issue 
in Quarter 3 2005 with an anticipated financial 
close by late 2006.   It is expected that the road 
will be open to traffic in 2009/2010, i.e. a 3.5 
year construction programme.    
 
 
SCHEME DESCRIPTION – Route 
 
The M7 section of the M7/M8 Scheme 
motorway commences at Borris in Ossory at 
the proposed Borris in Ossory grade separated 
junction overbridge in the townland of 
Derrinsallagh continuing from the N7 single 
carriageway link and extends to Portlaoise.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

The motorway ends in the townland of 
Clonboyne where it links to the existing 
Portlaoise Bypass. The M8 motorway 
commences at the Oldtown roundabout near 
Cullahill and joins the M7 section of the 
scheme at the M7/M8 Motorway Interchange.  
  
The scheme involves the provision of 41km of 
standard 2 lane motorway, approximately 3km 
of single carriageway link roads, 
approximately 15 km of side roads, 3 grade 
separated junctions and a Motorway to 
Motorway Interchange. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
SCHEME DESCRIPTION – Tolling  
 
It is proposed to locate a mainline toll plaza at 
Clonadacasey, on the motorway section 
between the Motorway – Motorway 
Interchange on the Proposed National Road at 
Ballycuddahy and the grade separated junction 
at the tie-in with the existing Portlaoise 
Bypass.    
 
The proposed toll charges will be exactly the 
same as those adopted by the Authority for the 
N8 Fermoy, N25 Waterford and M1 Drogheda 
Toll Schemes.   The NRA’s Statutory Draft 
Toll Scheme and accompanying Explanatory 
Statement are available on its website, 
www.nra.ie . 
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SCHEME DESCRIPTION - Structures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GROUND CONDITIONS 
The terrain through which the scheme is to be 
constructed is generally flat or gently undulating.  In 
general the depth to bedrock along the M7 Borris in 
Ossory to Portlaoise section of the road is between 
5m and 12m below ground level, and the M8 
Culahill to the M7-M8 Interchange section 
demonstrates more shallow bedrock of between 6m 
and 1m below ground level.   The overburden along 
the M7 and M8 sections predominantly consists of a 
glacial till, with some soft alluvial deposits 
overlying sand and gravel layers where the 
alignment crosses the River Nore and its floodplain. 
 
The entire scheme falls within the River Nore 
catchment and so the whole catchment area is 
effectively a basin, which results in all streams and 
watercourses in the area flowing towards the River 
Nore.    The proposed motorway passes over two 
regionally important (major) aquifers: the 
Waulsortian Dolomite and the 
Ballyadams/Clongrennan Limestone (karstified 
limestone).  The presence of two major aquifers in 
the area of high resource vulnerability gives rise to a 
requirement for a high degree of aquifer protection. 
 
KEY INTERFACES 
· Office of Public Works  – drainage matters.    
· Department of Environment, Heritage and 

Local Government requirements in relation to 
archaeology.    

· Southern Regional Fisheries Board and the 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government - compilation of strategies 
and method statements for the crossing of 
rivers. 

· Southern Regional Fisheries Boards and the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service - 
ecological monitoring as well as the 
development of a Water Quality Management 
Plan will be required where construction is 
within the River Nore/Barrow candidate 
Special Area of Concern (cSAC). 

· Iarnrod Eireann - number of rail crossings.    
 
UTILITIES 
The proposed scheme will intersect with several 
service providers.   Diversions will be required for, 
but not exhaustively, the following: 
· Water & Wastewater - Laois County Council 
· Telecommunications – Eircom 
· Electricity Supply - ESB / ESB International 
  

Underbridges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Overbridges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Railway 
Bridges 
 
 
 
 
 
River Bridges
  

·  Borris in Ossory 
· Borris to Rathdowney 

Road 
· M7/M8 Interchange 
· Donore to Kilbricken Road 
· Clonrud Lane 
· Abbeyleix Road 
· Trumra 
· Portlaoise Grade Separated 

Junction 
· Rathdowney to Ballycolla 

Road 
· Rathdowney Grade 

Separated Junction 
 

· Borris in Ossory Grade  
Separated Junction 

· Green Road 
· Kilcotton Cross 
· Palmershill Road 
· Corraun Road 
· Boherard Road 
· Aghaboe Road (2) 
· Coolfin Road 
· Clonard Road 
· Derrybeg Road 
· Fourteen Bridge to 

Clonenagh Road 
· Existing N7 
· Oldtown Road 
· Parknahown Lane 
· Culahill to Aghmacart 
· Gorteen Cross to Culahill 
· Four Roads to Clogh Road 

 
· Shanboe 
· Doon 
· Maghernaskeagh 
· Clonard/Cappaloughlin 
· Clonkeen (3) 
· Clonboyne 
 
· Gully 
· Nore Overflow 
· Nore 
· Cappamacloghy 
· Goul 
· Mill 
· Erkina 

 


